Code of Alabama
Section: 36-18-1

Catchline: Appointment; Removal.

There shall be a Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences who shall be
appointed by the Attorney General upon certification by the Director of State
Personnel as meeting job qualifications specified for this position in the state
service. The director may be removed by the Governor only upon such proof as
would authorize the impeachment of a district attorney under the laws of this state.

History: (Acts 1935, No. 225, p. 616, §2; Code 1940, T. 14, §387; Acts 1980, No.
80-591, p. 945, §1.)

Section: 36-18-2

Catchline: Duties Generally; Maintenance, Inspection, and Copying of Reports of
Investigations of Director of Forensic Sciences; Police Authority of Director of
Forensic Sciences and Assistants.

The duties of the director shall be to make such investigations, including any
necessary autopsy, to be performed by physicians licensed to practice medicine in
Alabama and recognized and trained in forensic medicine and pathology; provided,
however, that the director may waive this requirement temporarily whenever a
medical examiner vacancy exists which he is seeking to fill. Said investigations of
unlawful, suspicious or unnatural deaths and crimes as are ordered by the
Governor, the Attorney General, any circuit judge, or any district attorney in the
State of Alabama, and the director and his staff shall cooperate with the coroners,
sheriffs and other police officers in Alabama in their investigations of crimes and
deaths from unlawful, suspicious or unnatural causes. The director shall within his
discretion visit the scene of any crime in the state for the purpose of securing
evidence for the state. The director shall furnish a certified copy of his report of any
investigation that the department conducts to the person or persons who ordered
the investigation conducted. The director shall keep the original reports of all
investigations that he conducts in his office; provided, that the director shall be
authorized to photograph or microphotograph any record, document or photograph
two years old or older currently maintained or acquired, received or produced in the



future as a result of his duties as prescribed by law. Such photographs, microfilms
or prints made therefrom, when duly authenticated, shall have the same force and
effect at law as the original record or of a record made by any other legally
authorized means and may be offered in like manner and shall be received in
evidence in any court where such original record or record made by other legally
authorized means could have been so introduced and received. In like manner,
reproductions made from such records by photographic or like process, when
otherwise in compliance with applicable statutes, rules and regulations, shall be
received and treated in any court of this state as fully as would a transcription or
reproduction of such records made by any other means or process. All original
records, documents, and photographs two years old or older currently maintained
and acquired in the future may be destroyed at the discretion of the director,
provided photographed or microphotographed reproductions of the destroyed
material are maintained. The director shall furnish a certified copy in the form of
reproductions from the photographed or microphotographed reports of any
investigation that he conducts to the person or persons who ordered the
investigation conducted. The director shall keep photographed or
microphotographed reproductions of original reports of all investigations that he
conducts in his office. Reproductions of such materials shall be public records and
shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable times. Any person desiring
reproductions of original reports shall be furnished same upon payment of the fee
now prescribed by law.

It shall be the further duty of the director to cooperate with the Commissioner of
Agriculture and Industries and the State Veterinarian in their investigations of
deaths of domestic animals in cases of suspected criminal poisoning of such
animals. The director shall perform such other duties as are prescribed by the
Governor or the Attorney General of Alabama.

The director and his designated assistants shall exercise the same police authority
as any deputy sheriff or state trooper in the State of Alabama.

History: (Acts 1935, No. 225, p. 616, §2; Acts 1939, No. 440, p. 584, §1; Code
1940, T. 14, §388; Acts 1951, No. 124, p. 353, §1; Acts 1976, No. 498, p. 623, §1;
Acts 1980, No. 80-591, p. 945, §1.)

Section: 36-18-3



Catchline: Offices and Laboratories.

The director shall maintain an office and a laboratory for the scientific investigation
of deaths and crime at Auburn, Alabama, and shall be furnished adequate quarters
by the state for the conduct of his office and laboratories. The director, with the
approval of the Attorney General and the Governor, shall maintain such other
offices and laboratories in this state as are necessary to carry out the provisions of
this arcticle.

History: (Acts 1939, No. 440, p. 584, §1; Code 1940, T. 14, §389; Acts 1980, No.
80-591, p. 945, §1.)

Section: 36-18-4

Catchline: Salary and Expenses.

The salary of the director shall be established as provided in Section 36-6-6 and
shall be payable out of the funds provided therefor in the general appropriation bill
or out of any funds in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated and as the
salaries of other state officers are paid. The director and his staff shall be furnished
with offices and laboratories at the expense of the state and shall also be allowed
all necessary expenses for the equipment and conduct of his offices and
laboratories, including stenographic and laboratory assistance, for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this article. Such expenses are to be paid by warrants
approved by the Governor and shall be limited in amount to the sum provided
therefor in the general appropriation bill. All funds expended under the provisions of
this article shall be budgeted and allotted in accordance with the provisions of
Article 4, Chapter 4, Title 41.

History: (Acts 1939, No. 440, p. 584, §1; Code 1940, T. 14, §390; Acts 1951, No.
430, p. 778, §1; Acts 1955, No. 372, p. 897, §1; Acts 1980, No. 80-591, p. 945, §1.)

Section: 36-18-5



Catchline: Continued Employment of Certain Employees.

All present employees of the office of State Toxicologist (State Department of
Toxicology and Criminal Investigation) shall remain in their respective positions and
continue to enjoy employment conditions, including, but not limited to, salary range
and advancement at a level no less than those enjoyed prior to May 28, 1980.
However, nothing herein shall be construed to prevent or preclude the removal of
an employee for cause in the manner provided by law.

History: (Acts 1980, No. 80-591, p. 945, §2.)

Section: 36-18-6

Catchline: Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund - Created.

The Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund is created and shall be administered by
the Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences.

History: (Acts 1995, No. 95-733, p. 1567, §1; Acts 1995, No. 95-734, p. 1568, §1.)

Section: 36-18-7

Catchline: Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund - Additional Fee for Persons
Convicted of Drug Possession, Sale, Trafficking; Proceeds and Earnings Credited
to Fund.

(a) Beginning October 1, 1995, in addition to all fines, fees, costs, and punishments
prescribed by law, there shall be imposed or assessed an additional fee of one
hundred dollars ($100) on any conviction in any court of the state for drug
possession, drug sale, drug trafficking, and drug paraphernalia offense as defined
in Sections 13A-12-211 to 13A-12-260, inclusive.

(b) No later than 30 days after collection, proceeds from the additional fines
collected pursuant to this section shall be forwarded by the officer of the court that
collects the fines to the State Treasurer after one percent of the fine is deducted for
administrative costs. All amounts received by the State Treasurer shall be credited
to the Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund. The State Treasurer shall invest



money in the fund as provided by law, but all earnings from the fund shall be
credited to the fund. Money in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in
the fund, and shall not revert to the General Fund. No funds shall be withdrawn or
expended except as budgeted and allocated according to the law and only in the
amounts authorized by the Legislature in the general appropriation bill or other
appropriation bills.

History: (Acts 1995, No. 95-733, p. 1567, §2.)

Section: 36-18-8

Catchline: Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund - Fees Charged for Use of
Department Personnel in Private Lawsuits; Proceeds and Earnings Credited to
Fund.

(a) Beginning October 1, 1995, the Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences
shall charge and collect three hundred dollars ($300) per hour for the use of
department personnel in private lawsuits arising from death investigations and
other criminal investigations the department conducts pursuant to Section 36-18-2.

b) The fee shall be applied to time spent for any or all of the following:
1) Preparation for trial.

(b)
(1)
(2) Testimony.
(3) Depositions.
(4) Travel.

(5) Consultations.
(

6) Time spent in any additional actions imposed by private lawsuits arising from
criminal investigations.

(c) Proceeds from the fees shall be forwarded by the department, no later than 30
days after collection, to the State Treasurer. All amounts received by the State
Treasurer shall be credited to the Alabama Forensic Services Trust Fund and shall
be administered by the Director of Forensic Sciences. The State Treasurer shall
invest money in the fund as provided by law but all earnings from the fund shall be
credited to the fund. Money in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in
the fund, and shall not revert to the General Fund. No funds shall be withdrawn or
expended except as budgeted and allocated according to law and only in the



amounts authorized by the Legislature in the general appropriation bill or other
appropriation bills.

History: (Acts 1995, No. 95-734, p. 1568, §2.)

Section: 36-18-9

Catchline: Costs of Services Provided by Department.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in any county in which the Department
of Forensic Sciences performs the duties of the county coroner or county medical
examiner pursuant to local law, the county commission shall pay to the department
each year the cost of the services provided by the department, as determined by
the department. Payments from the county shall be made by the tenth day of each
month to the department and shall be deposited into the Alabama Forensic
Services Trust Fund. In the event a county does not pay the amounts required by
this section, the department shall not be required to perform the duties or
responsibilities of the coroner or medical examiner for that county.

History: (Act 2012-398, p. 1091, §1.)



